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MmiOj  REPORT  OF  TKE  MBDIGMj  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  19^3. 


PuLlic  Health  Department, 
London  Road, 

HADLEIGH,  Essex  . 

To  the  Chaiman  and  Memhers  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Canvey  Island,.  ''  '■ 

Jill' a Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
Fifteenth  /omual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of 
your  Urban  District  for  the  year  19d-3'> 

In  accordance  v/ith  the  Ministi-y  of  Health  Circular  lO/Z^Ji, 
of  the  15th  February,  194L,  this  is  intended  to  be  an  interim  report 
and,  on  grounds  of  national  security,  as  ‘instructed  in  this  Circular 
afore-mentioned,  certain  facts  and  figures  must  not  be  published. 

Throughout  the  year  the  sympathetic  consideration  and 
assistance  of  the  Council  have  been  a great  help# 

I am  especially  indebted  to  all'  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
department  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  assistance, 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

mmm  LomtJm, 

M,D. , M.B, , Ch,B. , P.R.S.E. , D.P.H. , 

Rc.  CcP,  So,  Edin,  and  R.  F.P,  S.  Glas. 

May,  1944.  ’ 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS"  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
, / ' ■'"of  the  AEEAo  " 


Ijrea  (in  acres)  a 

ccxiprising  Island,  Foreshore  and  Tidal  Waters  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1943) 

according  to  Rate  Book  „ . . , , , , , , 

Rateable  Value  ...  . , . ...  , . . 

Sum  represented  by  a perry  rate  , . . . • . 


9,071 

3,880 

£^3,804 

£145 


In  the  above  and  fcllo-vving  statistics,  several 
routine  are  omitted,  as  non-essential. 


2. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  ISAR. 

Ei'rland  and  Wales, 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Population: 

Live  Births;  I6c5  Still 

Births: 

0o51 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

- 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age: 

A9.0 

Convey  Island  U.D. 

Total 

* 

P,_ 

Live  Births : 

Total 

120 

78 

52 

Legitimate 

105 

. 62 

4-1 

Illegitimate 

17 

6 

; 11 

Still  Births:  . 

Total  j 

3 

2 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

■ ^ 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

*•, 

Dea-ths : 

101 

5B 

■ 43 

When  con^aring  the  Birth 

and  Death  Rates 

for  1943  for  Convey  Island  Urban 

District  with  those  or? 

19^>  the  1943  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight 

decrease. 

, whils- 

the  1943  Death  Rate  is  increased. 

, The 

C amp  or  abi  1 i ty 

Factor  is  not  available  for  either  year. 

ovdng  to 

war 

conditions. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes; 

Puerperal  sepsis  ni].. 

Other  naternel  causes  nil. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ap,o; 

Total  number  of  deaths  . , • . 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .v 
Lecitinatc  infants  per  1 .000 

legitimate  live  births  o o 

Illegitijnnte  infants  per  1 ,000 

illegitinvite  live  births  ,, 

Deaths  fren  Choicer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . » o-. 

Dc'‘ths  fren  V/liooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ,, 

D'jathrj  from  Diarrixoca  (under  2 years  of  age)  ». 


87.  A 
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5ECTI0H  B.  lEjggRAI^  HiOVISIOri  OF  HE/iLTII  SERVIGES  FOR  THE  MWA. 


In  respect  of  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities,  (b)  Axnbu 
(o)  Horning  in  the  Hrjne,  (d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 
there  're  xx)  eanentL'l  oh'inges  to  note. 


l.'jnco  i’aoil  -i  ties , 
and  {(  ) Hospitals 


3. 


SECTION  Q,  SANIT/xSY  OIRCUI'ETANCES  OF  THE  AHS/i. 


Water  Supply > 2,809  houses  were  connected  to  the  Southend 

Yfater  Cc^par^*s  mins  at  the  end  of  1943  - an  increase  of  I3. 

‘ I ' 

.J.  . . , ' ■ s * . . , . , 

■■  ■■  There'  are  four  standpipes  situated  various  parts  of  the 
Island,  and  these  serve  those  roads  which  are  vhLthout  v/ater  raains. 

Appi'p'xinately,:  80  per  cent,  of  the  population  derive  their 
donaestic  water  supply  from  the  Southend  Water  Company’ s-mins. 

The  reJtfiilnder  of  the  population,, rely  on  rainot^atefc,- storage 
tanks  for  their  Water  supply,  and  this  water  is  boiled  di^'f-'i^iltered  before 
use.  . . 


The  /malyst's  report  on  a recent  sample  of  water  taken  from  a 
water  min  contained  the  following  reniarks:- 

"This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright' in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  -from  a - 
negligible  trace  of  iron.  ^The  water  has  very  moderate 
hardness,  contains  no  excess  ef- -saline  or  mineral  mtter  in 
solution  and  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial 
purity."  , , . 

There-, .are  no  known  water  supplies  which  are  liable  to  have 
plunbo-solvent  action  and  there  have  been  n©--. bases  of  lead  poisoning 
notified.  ^ 

The  mains  water  supply  in  this , District  is  constant  and  of 
ample  sufficiency  for  all  purposes.  o 

Seventy-  five  per. cent,  of  the  .dv/ellings  on  the  Island  use  mains 
water  by  . direct  connection  to  “the  mains' -or  f^om  standpipes;. 

In  the  event  of  a,  breakdown  in  the  mains  water  service, '"  there 
are  two  storage  tanks  on  the  Island  of  22,000  gallons  capacity  each,  the 
property  of  ■ the ' Southend  .Water  .Company.  ' 

There  are  also  several  storage  tanks  maintained  by  the  Convey 
Island  Urban  District  Council  where  water  can  be  drawn  from  in  the  event 
of  extreme  onergency.  . , 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  are  'connections  to  the  sewer 
affecting  1,001  properties.  Fifteen  new  connections  were  made  during  1943 

Public  Cleansing.  75^  loads ' 6:^  refuse  •werC-.'coHected  from  65 
bins,  - each  bin  serving  several  s'treets. 

Salvage.  Waste  paper  is  collected  on  receipt  of  postcards, 
and  also  periodical  collection  is  tiade.  from  various  depots  on  the  Island. 
Tins,  scrap  iron,  rubber,  bottles  and  rags  are  collected. 

Visits  and  Inspections.  - -I ,043  visits  Were  made  for  public 
health  purposes  during  the  year. 

’ Factories  Act , 1 957« . ; ■ A total  of  27  inspections  were  made 
including  visits  to  premises  of  • Outworkers.  - -'.h 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts,  1928  and  193^*  inspections 

np-de  and  one  licen^  was  issued'  ^urxr^  the  year.  ' - , . . 

In  other  branches  of  sanitary  administration,  the  usual  routine 

work  was  oarried  out  but.  no  essential  changes  -occurrod. 
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SECTION,  D.";-  HOUSING,.., 


No  new  , houses  v/cre  erected  during -the  year  1943.  1^2  inspections 

•nore  nade  in  respect  of  repairs  oorriod  cut  under  the  Housing  Act,  I936. 

>rO,,  . 'X'.  - 

• SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUIER1)'ISI0N  OF  POOD. 

I-lilk  Supply  At  the -end  of  the  year  6 farms  and  other  pr(Xiises 
used  03  dairies  were  registered  and  20  retail  purveyors  were  also  registered. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  193^.  Two  licences  to  sell 
Pasteurised  Milk  and  two  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were 
granted, 

r r,  • ‘ 0- 

‘N’  ' ' 

The  licences  vrere  supplementary  licences  for  the  retail  sale  of 
the  !j.lks  mentioned  above,  in  this  District. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods,  No  slaughterhouse  exists  in  the  District. 
Periodical  inspection  is  made  of  butcher  shops  and' the  meat  therein  examined. 

Fish.  Fish  shops- were  inspected  periodically, 

: * r,  ■ ' ; 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  etc. ..  Eight  sar.ples  of 
milk,  and  sanples  of  Pork  Sausage,  Liiae  Juice  Cordial',  Ground  Coffee,  Sweetened 
drinking  Chocolate,., Sausage  Meat,  Pork  Sausage  Chipolatoes , Malted  Milk  . 
Tablets,  Extract  of  Coffee  and  Chicory,  Meat  Pie  and  Luncheon  Sausage  were 
submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  and  in  all  cases  the  results  proved 
the  samples  to  bo  genuine.  • 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders.  27  samples  of  milk  were  ; 
obtained  fra.i  two  Accredited  f. arras  in  the  District,  9 of  which,  were  unsatis- 
factory. Five,  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  obtained  from  thei'/Senior  School 
on  the  Island  v/ore  submitted  for  analysis,  ‘ Tho  subsequent  reports  showed 
the  milk  to  be  satisfactory.  Four  samples  of  milk  taken  from  four  farr.is 
v/ere  subr.J.ttcd  for  analysis,  one  sample  failed  to  lUeet  tho  Hethylene'-'Biu/B 
Reduction  Test. 

■ ■ -I-;  ( ■; 

••  The  facts  .and  fif^uros  shown  under  Sections  C,  D .and  E have  been 
provided  by  the  S.^nitary  Inspector,.  , 

SECTION  F.  PIffiVALENCE  OP,  /ND  CONTROL  OVER^  INEE0-TI0U5 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. . 

» 

It  vrLU  be  seen  i that  the  bill  of  health- tho  district  for  tho 
year,  1943»  l3  excellent  one,  ap.vrt  fren  Moasles  (of  a mild  type).,  v/hich 
was  i rcrvalont  durin''  tl'ie  first  tlaree  months  of  the  year. 

^ /"v  ,rr*  7 ‘ ^ , .1.' 

P.irticul'rs  ' f all  c.ascB  -of  notifiable  disease  occurrinf);  in  the 
Urb'Ui  District  daring  1 943  vnJLl  be  fouru]  in  the  table  -on  page  6, 

I.  ♦ ‘7 

.1 

Sc.-.bioa.  The  clinic  established  at ' tho,  First  Aid .-^ost -w/ns  • 
avvll.ablc  .at  .-jy  time, by  .ajq^cdntr.ient , for  the  out -q^at lent  troafeiont  of 
patients,  in  conjunction  vsLth  the  nursing  staff,  of  tlric  Ca3U.'’ilty  Services, 

Civil  Defence  Ser/ices,  att.'.ched  to  the  Pest,  by  .ait^i^^^tent  with" tho  * 
Soh'2-.e-f'nkin'  Authority. 

Tbio-  troat.jfcnt  v/hich  is  givon  on  a " f .'^j.rily . A^t^'  bfxsis,  involves 
a b.'.th  r-ng  the  use  of  25  prjT  cent,  fjr.ioloion  of  Benzyl  Benzoato,  as 
reocixiCTvied  in  tho  P/s.v  r.'induir  of  the  Ministry  of  Hoalth,  229/Mqd,  i’cvisod 
Jur*e,  19A2.  ' ' 
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The  following  table  shows  the  nunber  of  notifications  received 
during  the  yec>r,  and  the  nurahcr  of  i)ationts  treated 


Notifications* 

Jah, -Dec,  45 
Treatnent, 

Mar,-  Dec,  45 


Adults,  3-13  yrs.  Under  3 .yes.  Total, 

4^ 


51 


57 


11 


40 


88 


86 


sanitary 


In  addition,  1 adult,  1 schoolchild  and  1 child  ujider  five 
years  of  age  received  in-patient  hospital  treatnent,  all 
arrangenents  being  nade  direct  betv/oen  the  hospitals  and  the 
local  nedical  attendants. 

Venereal  Disease, 

^Regulation  35  B does  not  cone  v^ri thin  the 'purview 'b'f  the  local 

authority, 

Diphtheria^Ir-iaunisation, , - - . - 


_ The.  schene  in..this  district  .is  . progressing  satisfactorily,  .but 
the  nigratory  nature-  of  the  population  adds  to  the,  local  difficulties. 

The  fact  t]aat  there  were-  only  thpee  confimed  notified  cases  of 
diphtheria,  during  the  year* ..tended  to  cause  parents  of  . children  to.  be  nore 
ccnplacent  in  respect  of  accepting  the  offer  of  free  innunisation. 


At  the  'end  - of  Decauber,  1945>  the  following  percentage  of  child 
population-was  . c.onsidered  .to  be  innunised:- 


Under.  3-  years, 

48,  Qyo 


3<-l3  years, 

68,3^  - 


Tuberculosis, 


• j I.  an  unaware  of  any  undue  incidence  of  this  disease.,  associated 
v/ith  any  local  cause  ;Or  condition.  The  najority-of  the  cases  cone  fron 
outside  the  District,  chiefly  fron  the  Greater  London  area,  having  already 
been  notified,  and  are  transfers  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1930« 

During  1945>  the  follov/ing  cases. -of  tuberculosis  were  notified:- 
: n-  Male,  Female, 


Pulmonary,  4 

N on-Pulnonary , ■ 1 


5 

. 2 


It  is  regretted  that  during  the  year,  there  were  five  deaths 
fron  tuberculosis: 


Pulmonary, 

Noh-Pulnonary, 


Male,  Female , 

2 1 
2 


Pi^'uroG  in  pnronthccco  irulicnto  the  niUAlior  of  c,nsoG  in  v/hich  the  diT£:ncii3 

wnn  unconi’in:iC(l. 
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NOTIPIABIiE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DimiN&  1945. 


